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PROGRAM
DAN TEPFER’S NATURAL MACHINES

ARTIST STATEMENT

In an age of unprecedented technological advancement, Dan Tepfer is 
changing the definition of what a musical instrument can be. Featured in  
an NPR documentary viewed by 1.5 million people, Dan Tepfer shows his 
pioneering skill in this concert by programming a Yamaha Disklavier to 
respond in real time to the music he improvises at the piano. Meanwhile, 
another computer program turns the music into stunning animated  
visual art. Called “fascinating and ingenious” by Rolling Stone, the  
Natural Machines performance lives at a unique intersection of mechanical 
and natural processes, making it “more than a solo piano album…  
a multimedia piece of contemporary art so well made in its process and 
components and expressed by such a thoughtful, talented, evocative  
pianist… that it becomes a complete experience” (NextBop). 

"Natural Machines is a project where I explore the intersection, in 
music, between natural and mechanical processes. I improvise at the 
piano, and programs I’ve written on my computer interact with me in 
real-time as I’m playing, both musically and visually.

I'm playing on the Yamaha Disklavier. It's an acoustic piano with 
extra abilities: when I play, it sends data to my computer, and when 
my computer sends it data, it plays by moving the keys on its own.  
The sound the computer makes, through the piano, is exactly the 
same sound that I make myself.

In Natural Machines, instead of composing a piece, I decide the way a 
piece works. I program simple rules for the computer to follow when 
responding to what I play. Since I’m improvising, I’m always listening 
to what the computer is playing and responding to it as well. So the 
rules end up affecting me, too.

The visualizations I’ve made are intended to reveal the underlying 
musical structure of each piece. They’re generated in real-time as I 
play. Everything on the screen is a direct representation of some  
aspect of the music: pitch, dynamics, rhythm, harmony. 

I’ve programmed the musical algorithms in SuperCollider, and the 
visuals in Processing."
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DAN TEPFER, PIANIST
BIOGRAPHY

One of his generation’s extraordinary 
talents, Dan Tepfer has earned an  
international reputation as a 
pianist-composer of wide-ranging 
innovation, individuality, and drive—
one “who refuses to set himself limits” 
(France’s Télérama). The New York  
City-based Tepfer, born in 1982 in  
Paris to American parents, has  
recorded and performed around  
the world with some of the leading 
lights in jazz and classical music, from 
Lee Konitz to Renée Fleming, and re-
leased eleven albums of his own  
in solo, duo and trio formats.

Tepfer earned global acclaim for his 
2011 release Goldberg Variations / 
Variations, a disc that sees him per-
forming J.S. Bach’s masterpiece as well 
as improvising upon it—to “elegant, 
thoughtful and thrilling” effect (New 
York magazine). Tepfer’s 2019 video album Natural Machines stands as one 
of his most ingeniously forward-minded yet, finding him exploring in real 
time the intersection between science and art, coding and improvisation, 
digital algorithms and the rhythms of the heart. The New York Times has 
called him “a deeply rational improviser drawn to the unknown.” His 2023 
return to Bach, Inventions / Reinventions, an exploration of the narrative 
processes behind Bach’s beloved Inventions, became a best-seller,  
spending two weeks in the #1 spot on the Billboard Classical Charts.

During the Covid pandemic, his belief that music brings people together 
in times of crisis led him to dive headlong into live-streaming, performing 
close to two hundred online concerts from his home for a devoted  
community of listeners. As part of this effort, he pioneered ultra-low-latency 
audio technology enabling him to perform live through the internet with 
musicians in separate locations, culminating in the development of his own 
app, FarPlay.

Tepfer has composed for various ensembles beyond jazz. His piano quintet 
Solar Spiral was premiered in 2016 at Chicago’s Ravinia Festival, with Tepfer 
performing alongside the Avalon String Quartet. Tepfer has received  
commissions from the Prague Castle Guard Orchestra for two works: 
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the suite Algorithmic Transform(2015) and a concerto for symphonic 
wind band and improvising piano, The View from Orohena (2010). In 
summer 2019, Tepfer unveiled his jazz-trio arrangement of Stravinsky’s 
Baroque-channeling Pulcinella. In 2024-2025, he’ll premiere three new 
major commissions: a suite for choir and piano in memory of his mother, 
a chorister at the Paris Opera; a song cycle for jazz great Cécile McLorin 
Salvant and string orchestra; and a symphonic work featuring algorithms 
and visuals. 

Tepfer’s honors include first prizes at the 2006 Montreux Jazz Festival Solo 
Piano Competition, the 2006 East Coast Jazz Festival Competition, and 
the 2007 American Pianists Association Jazz Piano Competition, as well as 
fellowships from the American Academy of Arts and Letters (2014), the 
MacDowell Colony (2016), and the Fondation BNP-Paribas (2018, 2021  
& 2024).

For further information please contact: 
Helen Henson; helen@bluoceanarts.com t. 612-280-6665

dantepfer.com

“One of the moment’s most adventurous   and relevant musicians.”  
—New York Magazine
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MORRIS MUSEUM
Tom Loughman, Executive Director 
Connie Read, Deputy Director

LIVE ARTS
Brett Wellman Messenger, Curatorial Director of Live Arts 
Lewis Perlmutter, Bickford Theatre Technical Director 
Laurel Smith, Bickford Theatre Manager 
Jimmy Warren, Assistant Technical Director

ADMINISTRATION | FINANCE | OPERATIONS
Nina Hoffer, Private Events Manager 
Peter Stevens, Security and Safety Coordinator 
Tony Ramirez, Manager, Facility Operations 
Reggie Taylor, Assistant, Facility Operations

DEVELOPMENT | VISITOR SERVICES
Mira Prives, Director of Development 
Annabel Winchell, Institutional Giving Associate 
Jeremy Ballard, Membership Coordinator 
Noelle Brescia, Visitor Services Associate 
Nancy Jemas, Visitor Services Associate 
Arthur Zarin, Visitor Services Associate

EXHIBITIONS | COLLECTIONS
Ann Ricculli, Director of Exhibitions and Collections 
Michelle Graves, Curator 
Kim Kruse, Collections Manager and Registrar 
Sara O’Connor, Preparator 
Emily Rainbolt, Collections and Exhibitions Assistant 
Jere Ryder, Conservator Guinness Collection

MUSEUM LEARNING AND STEAM INTERPRETATION
Kailyn Cavaluzzo, Arts Coordinator 
Cara Schanz, Learning Facilitator 
Lois Turiansky, Learning Facilitator

MARKETING
Marcus Romero, Director of Marketing and Communications 
Jean Minthe, Graphic Design 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Edward von der Linde, Chair
Marsha Baldinger, Vice-Chair
Barry H. Jaruzelski, Vice-Chair
Nelson Schaenen, Jr., Vice-Chair
Richard A. Watson, Esq., Secretary
Margie Wang, Treasurer
Darren Schulman, Assistant Treasurer
Alexandra L. Braunstein, M.D.
Frank Cesaro, Assistant Secretary
Eric Hart
Scott G. Leonard, Esq.
Matt Mignon
Richard Nolan, Esq.

LIVE ARTS STAFF
Brett Wellman Messenger, Curatorial Director of Live Arts
Lewis Perlmutter, Bickford Theatre Technical Director
Laurel Smith, Bickford Theatre Manager
Jimmy Warren, Assistant Technical Director

PERFORMING ARTS COMMITTEE
Marsha Baldinger, Chair
Genesia Kamen
F. Gary Knapp
Darren Schulmann
Richard A. Watson, Esq.
Brett Wellman Messenger, Ex Officio
Tom Loughman, Ex Officio

The Morris Museum gratefully acknowledges marketing support through a grant from the  
New Jersey Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism. The Museum also  
acknowledges operating support from the following funders:

INFORMATION
General Information: 
973.971.3700

Member Information: 
973.971.3721

Box Office: 
973.971.3706

ADA compliant and fully 
accessible.

STAY CONNECTED
  morrismuseum.org

 @MorrisMuseum

 @MorrisMuseumNJ

 @MorrisMuseum
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Music in the Somerset Hills (MISH) is a musical community whose mission is to create musical  
experiences of the highest quality for those who live and work in the Somerset Hills and the  

surrounding area. Founded in 2010 by Artistic Director Stephen Sands, MISH’s primary focus is  
the Somerset Hills Chorus, the Concert Series and Music Education.

The Somerset Hills Chorus, is open to anyone aged 14 and upwards, with or without expertise, and 
enables young  performers to sing extraordinary repertoire alongside more seasoned professionals  

in fine venues within and around the community. 

The Concert Series, brings accomplished professional musicians to perform in local venues.  
Since 2010, performances have included the Vivaldi Gloria, Handel’s Semele and Messiah,  

a centenary concert of works by Benjamin Britten, a jazz concert of George Shearing works, the Fauré 
Requiem, Bach’s St. John Passion, Music of the Movies (with Peter Dinklage), and, in 2018, a Bernstein 

Centenary concert. The Concert Series also includes performances by distinguished visitors – concerts 
by Chanticleer (2016), Canadian Brass (2017) and The King’s Singers (2019), as well as occasional  
outdoor concerts  in the summer, including Handel’s Water Music on the Lake at Far Hills in 2017.

 Music Education centers on an Early Childhood Music Program, which runs classes for children up  
to 4-years old. MISH runs the a very popular Summer Voices Camp for children and teens in June 

each year. MISH also offers scholarships to high school seniors  
who demonstrate musical excellence.

MISSION STATEMENT

STAFF
Stephen Sands, Artistic Director
Leslie Peterson, Finance Director

Erin Schwab, Marketing & Communications Director
Megan Pfau, Grants Administrator 

Meg Walters, Graphic Designer

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Joan Seigle, President of the Board 

Janine Murtha, Treasurer 
Erin Mistele, Secretary  

Pamela Nardone, Chair of Events 
Joanne Borek 

Gloria Chu

Brian Harlow 
Catherine Pane 

Ferrill Roll 
Kristin Sands 

Richard Somerset Ward 
Linda Walker Esq.

 Jennifer Pierson, In Memoriam
Frederica von Stade,  

Honorary Artistic Advisor

Past Trustees: 
Richard B. McGlynn, Esq.

Clementina Gardner

MISH is supported in part by an American Rescue Plan Act grant 
from the National Endowment for the Arts to support general 

operating expenses in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Made 
possible by the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission.
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MUSIC IN THE SOMERSET HILLS
Stephen Sands, Music in the Somerset Hills founder and Artistic Director is 
highly sought after as a soloist, conductor, music educator and ensemble 
member. He holds  his  Bachelors and Masters degrees from Westminster 
Choir College. Stephen is the director of Downtown Voices, a  semi-pro 
choral group that is part of the Trinity Wall Street Music program, focused  
on bringing the best volunteer and professional singers in the NYC area  
together for high level performances. He has taught choral music to  
thousands of students in grades 3-12  in the Somerset Hills School District 
for more than 20 years, and is a founding member and executive  director 
of the internationally acclaimed Antioch Chamber  Ensemble. Stephen sings 
with the Grammy-nominated Trinity Choir in New York. He has been praised 

as a “crystalline tenor” (Backstage) and “a tenor with a focused, powerful tone“ who sings with “ 
subtlety” and “poignancy” by the New York Times.  Stephen has been heard as the Evangelist and  
tenor soloist in numerous performances of Bach’s sacred orato rios, most recently with the Trinity 
Choir and  Baroque Orchestra in the St. John Passion of J.S. Bach. StephenSands.net

Joan Seigle, President, is a native of the Somerset Hills. Raised by two music 
enthusiasts, both proficient pianists, she was exposed to concerts and theater 
at a very young age. As a child, she took piano lessons and played in a  
recorder quartet and handbell choir, further nurturing her love for the  
performing arts. She graduated from the University of the South, Sewanee 
with a degree in English literature and a minor in French. Today, with three 
grown children out of the nest, she combines her appreciation for excellent 
music with the gift of time by working to promote the mission of Music in the 
Somerset Hills throughout the greater community. A passionate advocate 
for music as a form of therapy and healing, she believes that all genres, 
performed at their highest level, hold the unique power to transport us out of 
the ordinary into the otherworldly and profound.

Pamela L. Nardone, Chair of Events, has been a part of  Music in the Somerset 
Hills, almost from the beginning,as a member of its Community Chorus. Her 
singing and performing go all the way back to her early school years and have 
never stopped, simply for the pure joy it brings her.  In addition to the  Somer-
set Hills Chorus, she also sings in the choir of St. Luke’s, Gladstone, and rings 
in their Bell Choir.   Pam has a day job, too.  She owns and operates Hibernate 
Bedding in  Bernardsville.  Pamela brings her love and passion for music and 
this organization along with her many years of experience chairing fundraising 
events to her role with Music  in the Somerset Hills.

Erin Schwab, Marketing & Communications Director, 
is an experienced arts administrator, performer, 

and teaching artist. She holds a Bachelor’s and Master’s Degree in Music 
from Rutgers Mason Gross School of the Arts, where she studied Vocal 
Performance and was the recipient of the Olga Marsano Burian award for 
“Outstanding Achievement in Music’’ in 2014, and the Michael Fardink award 
for “Outstanding Vocalist” in 2019. In addition to her role at Music in the 
Somerset Hills, Erin serves as Marketing Coordinator for PROTESTRA (protest 
+ orchestra), an ensemble that inspires activism through benefit concerts 
and turns voluntary audience donations into targeted support for mission- 
and policy-driven groups related to their concerts’ themes. In September 
2022 she became Executive Director of Skylands Music Academy, a new 
after-school music program in Ringwood, NJ that offers vocal and ringing 
choirs for students in grades 1–8. She is also the Chorus Manager for Trinity Church Wall Street’s 
Downtown Voices ensemble, which combines NYC’s best volunteer singers with members of the 
GRAMMY-nominated Trinity Choir.
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VISIT MUSICSH.ORG

Stabat Mater
Community of St. John Baptist
82 W Main St, Mendham Township, NJ

SATURDAY, MARCH 9, 2024 • 7:00 PM

MISH is supported in part by an American Rescue Plan Act grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts to support general operating expenses in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Made possible by the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission.
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THANK YOU TO OUR PATRONS
Music in the Somerset Hills gratefully acknowledges  

the support of our generous patrons

GRAND PIANO & ORGAN
Ferrill & Belinda Roll

HARP
Mary Ellen & Gates Hawn

BASS
     Anonymous                        Maranatha Farm

Richard & Maria Ruffer, Jr

Elizabeth M. Johnston  
Charitable Fund 

Lee & Jennifer Pierson 

James & Patti Bellis
Gerry-Jo Cranmer,  

Turpin Realtors
Ralph & Lynn Jones III

Michael & Sandy Keegan 
The Morace Family Foundation 

Tom & Tina Mulhare
Pamela Nardone &  

William Paladini 
Michael & Kerry Paladini

Penelope Bourbon
Robert & Barbara Sanderman

Bernardsville Centre, LLC
Helmut & Ursula Boehnke

Borregaard Fine Art & Design
Kara Bossert

Rebecca Casey
Caspersen/Risor Foundation
Gloria Chu & William Dietrich 

Tom & Nanci Conforti
Robin Decker

Beirne Donaldson & Wood Huntley
William & Patricia Harris 
The Merrill G & Emita E.  

Hastings Foundation
Hibernate Bedding 

JL Media, Inc
Edmund Kwan

 Rich & Vicky McGlynn

 Peter & Jane Mercer
Paul Miller Auto Group
Gregory & Erin Mistele

Timothy Mulder & Linda Walker 
A. Neill & Julia Johnson

Steve Omlor & Kerry Small
Scott Paladini & Anna Aguero

Millicent Palmer
Renaissance Charitable 

Foundation
Sammarro & Zalarick, P.A.
Stephen & Kristin Sands 

William & Vivian Sansalone
Clyde & Joan Seigle, Jr

Hank & Sarah Slack
Andrew & Judith Tucker

Peter & Joan Weller

VIOLA

CELLO
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Music in the Somerset Hills gratefully acknowledges the support of our generous donors

MANDOLIN DONORS 
Elli Albert

George & Grania Allport
Carol Bevacqua 

Bluebird Farm Alpacas
Patricia C. Cerisola-Mansi

Charlies M. & Jeanne Chapin III
Glenn & Alison Davidson

Diane Dinklage
Yves & Adele Dujardin

Stellario & Katherine D’Urso
Brian & Janice Haggerty

Denise & Scott Hall
Jim & Beth Hamerschlag 

Debbie Smith & Ron Keefe
Valerie Kent

Teresa Koebel
Steven Lane

The Liberty Group
John & Marilyn Morrow

Philip Norkeliunas
Margaret Parker

Peapack-Gladstone Bank
Catherine Pane

Gregory & Carol Puchalski
Joan Ravasy Design
Nolan & Eve Russo

Scott & Amy Simonson
William & Andrea Skerratt
Scott & Marjery St. John

Barbara Todd
VIOLIN DONORS

Janet Allocca
Jodi Alper

Laura Balsamini
Eileen Barrett
Bruce Benson

Danielle Bohlen
Ken and Linda Bolton

Bernadette Briand
Douglas Brown
Octavia Brown
Shane Brown

Mark Brumbaugh
Mary Lou Burde

Francis & Beth Ann Calabrese
Gregory & Mary Jane Canose

Renata Cardinal
Jose Carranza

Rebecca Cetinkaya
Alex Chang

Eugene & Patricia Charney
Flavio Christen
Elizabeth Cieri

Jacqueline Cohen
John & Lynne Collins
Eric & Kristin Colwell

The Community Foundation
Joan Contess

Alexandra Contini
Horace & Isabel Corbin

Mark & Carolynne Corigliano
Robert & Mary Courtemanche

John Cronje
Allen & Dottie Crossett

Tom & Patrice Cummings
Brenda Curnin

Jason Curry
Alison Dahl
Margo Dana
Sally Davies

Debra Day-Salvatore
Ellen Dec

Brigitte Dehlin
Jason & Deborah DeSalvo

Sheila Dinsell
John & Virginia Dover

Joseph Duhl
Gerald & Bebe Facciani
Louis & Dodie Farrelly

Stephe Farrelly
Janet Faust
Izabel Fibla
Jody Flegal

Mary Forbord

Faith Frankel
Ellen Fredericks

Karen Freudenberger
Robert Frey

Catherine Gabriel
John & Isobel Gallagher

Tessa Garbley
Clementina Gardner

James & Kathy Garland
Margaret Gelsi

Angelis Gonzalez
Jolle Greenleaf

Edmund & Donna Gruenewald
Erin Gulick

Jeff & Patty Haines
Sara Hedgepeth

Brad & Florence Henry
Christopher Herold

Diane Holtaway
Beth Hoyle

Francis & Elda Hubbard
Pamela Huelster
James Hunziker
Taylor Hwong

David & Karen Ingrey
Nancy Irwin

Ariana Jackson
Eileen Jaffe

Marshall Jeanes
Dr. Andreas Jessel

Jeff & Karen Johnson
Christopher & Rebecca Jones

Ian Joyce
Joanna Ju

Karen Judkis
David Kane

Kathleen Kavet
Sally Keighley

Patricia Kennedy
Susan Kennedy

Valerie Lyle Kent
Amy Kerns

Edward & Melinda Kirby
Liz Klosowki
Jane Knight

Birgitta Koskinen
Taylor Kurilew

Krzysztof & Maria Kutyla
Cynthia Leclerc

Alexis Leduc
Aija Lee

Megan Letich
Kristin Levandoski

Camille Licata
Alexandra Lloyd

Catherine Luborsky
Kathryn Lynch

Maureen Lynch
Blythe Macek

Guy & Mary Lynn Malaby
Allison Malafronte

Jeanne Manley
George Marriner Maull
Caitriona Nolan Marvi

Svitlana Mazzo
Gorny & Melinda McAleer

Mark McBride & Patricia Haverland
Beth McConnell
Valerie McEntee

Michelle McGonegal
Ally McHugh

Terry McSweeney
Pamela Meister

Edward & Elizabeth Mell
Pamela Meyers
Emma Mistele

John & Jacqueline Morales
Joseph Morandi

Jennifer Morecraft
Vicki Moschetto

Alison Mount
Frederick Mueller

Rachel Mullen
Scott Mullarkey

Mark & Kate Mulligan

Karen Murphy
Lawrence & Magda Najarian

Marc Nakashian
Stephen Napholtz

Ned Nelson
Kristine Nester

John & Marie Newell
Patricia O'Neill

Christiane Oster
Alim Ozbilge

Michael & Kerry Paladini
Alison Paine
Walter Pardo

Steve & Liz Parker
Robert & Leslie Peterson

Jennifer Phillips
Charles & Rhonda Pisano, Jr

Nancy Ponzio
Kathleen Powell
Rowena Pullan

Tacy Quinn
Dora Quintana
Andrea Reznik

Carolyn Richardson
Phillip Robertson

Kim Rosenthal
Amory Ross

Kim Rushmore
Maureen Russell

Marianne Saladino
Barbara & Larry Sands

David & Dorothy Sargent
Thomas Savage & Edith Douglas

Paul & Toni Scaliti
Samantha Schifano

Georgia Schley
Edward Schroeder

Jason Scully
Laurel Schumer

Kathleen Schurzky
Dr. Stephen & Diane Schneider

Erin Schwab
Frances Schwarz

Mark Sharp
Noelle Shea

Joann Shernoff
Paul Shifano

Kenneth Short
Adam & Janis Slutsky

John Smith
Michael & Anna Smith
Richard & Chris Smith

Wendi Smith
Daniel & Julia Somers

Margery St. John
Jeffrey & Deborah Steinhorn

Timothy Stone
Debra Sutton
Paul Sweeney

Grace Terry
Kevin Thompson

Carol Tiffany
Bridget Tsemo
Hiland Turner
Laszlo Varga

Ruediger Ventker
Patti Verbanas

Stephen Verdesca & Patricia Durner
Nicholas Villa

Peter & Patricia Vollmer
Dorothy Waddleton
Albert Waldhuber

Lucy Webber-Berzins
Catherine Webster

William & Erica Webster
Alix Weisz

Mariana Wickizer
Danielle Williams

Lisa Williams
Lisa Winter

Robert & Susan Wittpenn
Deborah Youngblood
Guiseppe Zaccagnini

Patti Zielinski
donations as of printing date
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P E N E L O P E B O U R B O N . C O M

MMAAKKEE  EEVVEERRYYDDAAYY  SSPPEECCIIAALL  
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MUSICSH.ORG
MISH is supported in part by an American Rescue Plan Act grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts to support general operating expenses in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Made possible by the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission.

MUSIC IN THE SOMERSET HILLS
2023-2024 CONCERT SERIES 

FARMFEST MUSIC FESTIVAL
FT. FIRE & GRACE & OTHER MUSICAL ACTS

SOMERSET HILLS CHORUS
PURCELL'S DIDO AND AENEAS

THE SEBASTIANS: 
CLASSICAL FAVORITES

MAY 4

SEPT 9

JAN 6

TENET VOCAL ARTISTS
PERGOLESI STABAT MATER

MAR 9

SOMERSET HILLS CHORUS
READINGS & CAROLS

GREAT GATSBY AT BLAIRSDEN

OCT 7

DEC 9

DAN TEPFER’S
NATURAL MACHINES

FEB 4
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With gratitude and harmony, 
Music in the Somerset Hills gives 

thanks to Melillo Equities

Thank you for hosting
the outstanding 

Great Gatsby at Blairsden!
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MUSIC IN THE SOMERSET HILLS’

YOUNG MUSICIANS
SCHOLARSHIP

The deadline for receipt of 
materials is May 15, 2024. 

For more information, please visit 
MUSICSH.ORG/SCHOLARSHIPS

APPLY NOW! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2023 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

AMALIA MESSICK HUYAN NGUYEN

Two scholarships of $1,500 each are awarded to high school 
seniors in New Jersey who demonstrate exemplary 

musicianship and have been accepted into an 
accredited college to pursue a music major. 
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NorthJerseyDroneShots.com
908-507-5989
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Turpin Realtors is pleased to support the 

beautiful sounds of Music in the Somerset Hills.

TURPINREALTORS.COMEQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

LIFE HERE

IS GRAND
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